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e A GREAT deal has been written on . the influence of e
S the ‘LbaOlpthIl of the atmosphele upon_the . chmate

- Tyndail f in particular has pointed out:the enormous im-
portance of this question.. To him it was chiefly the diurnal =~

and annual variations of the temperature that were lessened by, =
~ thiscircumstance. Another side of-the questlon, that has longis

attracted the attention of physicists, is this == Is' the mean =

~ temperature of the" ground in any way ‘influenced byithe

presence of heat-absorbing gases in the atmosphere 2. Fourier} '
maintained that the atmosphere acts like the glass of a hot-

house, because it lets through the light rays of the sun but =
~retains the dark rays from the ground ‘This idea | Was ;

elaborated by Pouillet § ; and Langley was by some of his.
researches led to the'view, that ¢ the tempelature of i the

. earth under" dlrect sunshme even .though' our atmosphere
. were present as now, would probably fall to —200° C if s
Sl that atmosphere did ‘ot possess . the quahty of selectlve__ -

% Txfract froma p&pel presented to the Royal Swedlsh Ac&demy of il  _

' Sciences, 11th December, 1895." Commumcated bythe Au(;hor et

R Ay Comptes rendus, t, vil, p. 41 (1838).
Plil. Mag s 5 Vol 41 No. 251. Apml 1896

R fHeat a Mods of Motlon, 2nd ed. p. 405 (Liond., 1865).:: ' i :
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